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some young man who knocked his mother about when
it pleased him and who was often out of work. He
had S.S. and S.A. connections and often crossed into
Germany; he required his followers to be purely
Aryan; his printers and other collaborators were often
Germans or partly so. He appears to have been
partially financed by one or two Swiss banking people,
one of them very well known, with a son who had
brought home Nazi opinions from his studies in the
Reich. Hofmann published a programme (with
twenty-seven points) full of comic attempts to adopt
Nazi language to Switzerland; he spoke, of course, of
the gigantic struggle (Rjesenkampf) in which he and
his comrades would be victorious or go under. His
twenty-sixth point was a synthetic masterpiece, de-
manding a totalitarian state with cultural individual-
ism for the cantons.1 He hoped, of course, to
enlist the unemployed and concluded with a special
appeal to the working-man, and a final assurance
that the E.S.A.P. was absolutely uninfluenced from
abroad.
After GustlofPs death, the German National Social-
ists, here as elsewhere, finally captured their own diplo-
matic service, and the German Legation at Berne became
the centre of Nazi activity in Switzerland. The Reich
Germans in the country were nearly all compelled
to submit to superficial Nazification; Nazi agents
went about more confidently declaring that Hitler
would soon take over Gau Schmi^ and, there seems
no doubt whatever, black lists of strongly anti-Nazi
1 " Die ESAP vertritt den Standpunkt der politischen Totalitat des Staates
und der Kulturellen Eigenart der Kantone." See Das Programs der EMgen-
ossiscben Soyalen Arbeiter Partei, 1936,